Comparative studies into the complex lipids of microorganisms have largely ignored the genus, Desulfovibrio (4, 7). The presence of aldehydogenic lipids in anaerobic bacteria has been generally documented, including Desulfovibrio species (4, 8). The phospholipid fraction obtained from a Desulfovibrio species exhibited a plasmalogen-aldehyde:phosphorus ratio of 0.09 (8). A napthoquinone identified as menaquinone-6 has been isolated from Desulfovibrio vulgaris and D. gigas (13, 18 ). An analysis of the phospholipids of several Desulfovibrio species was undertaken to provide further comparative information relative to the genus Desulfovibrio and their phylogenetic relationships to other bacteria (7, 9, 10, 15).
Comparative studies into the complex lipids of microorganisms have largely ignored the genus, Desulfovibrio (4, 7) . The presence of aldehydogenic lipids in anaerobic bacteria has been generally documented, including Desulfovibrio species (4, 8) . The phospholipid fraction obtained from a Desulfovibrio species exhibited a plasmalogen-aldehyde:phosphorus ratio of 0.09 (8) . A napthoquinone identified as menaquinone-6 has been isolated from Desulfovibrio vulgaris and D. gigas (13, 18 ). An analysis of the phospholipids of several Desulfovibrio species was undertaken to provide further comparative information relative to the genus Desulfovibrio and their phylogenetic relationships to other bacteria (7, 9, 10, 15 (13, 18) .
These studies indicate the necessity for further comparative analyses into the lipids of diverse Desulfovibrio species as an aid in the phylogenetic classification of this ubiquitous group of microorganisms as well as for obtaining further insight into their basic physiological and biochemical properties.
